Ruth Ann Mickelson

June 29, 1932 - October 18, 2019

Just like the beautiful quilts she made over the years, Ruth Ann Mickelson’s
life was a tapestry of many things including music, laughter, love, community,
family and faith.

Ruth, 87, passed away October 18th in Storm Lake, and leaves behind family
and friends who will cherish the many ways she enriched their lives.

Funeral services will take place Saturday, October 26, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. at
Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Rembrandt, lowa. Burial will be in the Little
Sioux Valley Cemetery in Rembrandt. Visitation will take place Friday, October
25, 2019 from 5-7:00 p.m. at the Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home in STORM
LAKE. The Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home in Storm Lake is in charge of the
arrangements.

Ruth was born Ruth Ann Olson on June 29, 1932, to Magnus and Nellie
“‘Dolly” Olson, and was the youngest of four children.

She grew up on a farm near Rembrandt, where she attended school and
excelled in music and sports. She enjoyed singing harmony and, in 1949, was
part of a trio that won a contest broadcast over local radio. Ruth also
developed a passion for basketball, becoming the leading scorer on the girls’
team by perfecting her ability to drive to the basket.



After high school, she attended Augustana College in Sioux Falls and
graduated from Medical Technology College in Minneapolis. She then worked
as a hospital laboratory and x-ray technician in Marshall, Minnesota.

After a long-distance relationship with Roger Mickelson, including a series of
love letters, Ruth returned to lowa to marry him in 1953. Together they farmed
and raised a family south of Rembrandt. She had an impressive work ethic.
She could drive a tractor, care for livestock, sew clothes, cook a big meal
(including apple dumplings), and tend a garden, all while caring for five small
children.

Ruth taught herself to play the piano and started teaching her children to sing
harmony. She later accompanied them on the piano as they performed at
dozens of community events and church services over the years.

Faith in God was an important part of Ruth’s life and she lived it out through
her service to others and by being active at church. She was a church
organist for more than 40 years and helped in many other ways including as a
Sunday school teacher, church council member and president of the
congregation.

She was also active in various farm and community organizations. She was
involved in Farm Bureau, serving as county president of the Farm Bureau
women, on committees and as a delegate to national conventions. She was
an advisor to the county Farm Service Agency, and helped plan various
community projects, including the Rembrandt Centennial.

Ruth’s legacy includes her children: Karen (Doug) Sisler of Dallas, Texas;
Edwin (Wendy) Mickelson of London, Ohio; James (Kim) Mickelson of
Odebolt, lowa; Gary (Deb) Mickelson of Springdale, Arkansas; and Steven



(Colette) Mickelson of Ankeny, lowa.

Her 20 grandchildren include Brad, Kent, Adam, Ryan, Luke, Grant, Kyle,
Colin, lan, Quinn, Gavin, and Cole Mickelson, as well as Paul Sisler, Carrie
Bozkurt, Kara Reis, Amy Heaberlin, Anna Schmidt, Hannah Ruby, Mary
Snyder and Christa Mickelson. She also has 21 great grandchildren.

Ruth was preceded in death by her husband Roger, her parents and her
siblings, Clarence Olson, Norma Wilder and Darlene Campbell.

The family would like to sincerely thank the staff members of the Methodist
Manor for the care they provided Ruth.



Cemetery Details

Little Sioux Valley Cemetery -- Rembrandt

Rembrandt, IA 50576

Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 25. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - Storm Lake
1615 W Milwaukee Ave,

Storm Lake, IA 50588

(712) 732-1911
jensenfuneralhomes@gmail.com
https://www.fratzkejensen.com


mailto:jensenfuneralhomes@gmail.com
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/

Tribute Wall

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory
of Ruth Ann Mickelson

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - October 25, 2019 at 10:50 AM

Ruth ann....one of the sweetest ladies I've ever come to know. Her
musical talent handed down to her wonderful sons, daughters in n
law and grandchildren have made their mark on alot of people’s
lives. Her strong faith and belief in God was so overwhelming!!! She
was such an important part of the Rembrandt community and
especially Our Saviors Lutheran church. Gods peace be with you all
in this most difficult time. Angie(Hale) Grienke

Angela grienke - October 25, 2019 at 04:20 PM

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - October 25, 2019 at 11:28 AM



191 files added to the album LifeTributes

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - October 25, 2019 at 10:45 AM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - October 25, 2019 at 10:17 AM

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased
for the family of Ruth Ann Mickelson.

October 23, 2019 at 06:22 PM


https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4281&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4281&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Kathy, Laurie & Janet, The Campbell Girls
purchased the White Standing Spray for the
family of Ruth Ann Mickelson.

Kathy, Laurie & Janet, The Campbell Girls - October 23, 2019
at 05:19 PM

Healing Tears - All Pink was purchased for the
family of Ruth Ann Mickelson.

October 22, 2019 at 07:14 PM

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the 2 ’f}*
family of Ruth Ann Mickelson. #ﬁ :

October 22, 2019 at 05:57 PM

Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and White
was purchased for the family of Ruth Ann
Mickelson.

October 22, 2019 at 05:11 PM


https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3032&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3032&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4280&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4280&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4279&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4279&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4274&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4274&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Always enjoyed visiting with Ruth and Rodger. A lot of fond
memories watching her play the organ and hearing the kids sing.
She will be missed. Eric and Josephine Larson.

Eric Larson - October 22, 2019 at 01:27 PM

Springtime Wishes was purchased for the family
of Ruth Ann Mickelson.

October 21, 2019 at 06:55 PM

Sally Rassler lit a candle in memory of Ruth ]
Ann Mickelson

Sally Rassler - October 21, 2019 at 04:18 PM

Dish Garden with Fresh Cut Flowers was
purchased for the family of Ruth Ann Mickelson.

October 21, 2019 at 03:05 PM


https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4334&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4334&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=781&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=781&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Dennis Anderson purchased the Classic Sympat
hy Dish Garden for the family of Ruth Ann
Mickelson.

Dennis Anderson - October 21, 2019 at 02:38 PM

Sad to hear news of Ruth passing....a life indeed well lived...

An era has passed ... The "Mickelson Family" our forever neighbors
across

the road ..I have known them my entire life We were all like family...

My thoughts and prayers are with the Mickelson kids

Nancy klahs Slayton
Dallas Texas.

nancy klahs slayton - October 21, 2019 at 02:35 PM

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the
family of Ruth Ann Mickelson.

October 21, 2019 at 12:25 PM


https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=782&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=782&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=782&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Doyle Engebretson lit a candle in memory of
Ruth Ann Mickelson

!
'u
Doyle Engebretson - October 21, 2019 at 10:27 AM

Steph&Sharon Mickelson lit a candle in
memory of Ruth Ann Mickelson

W

Steph&Sharon Mickelson - October 20, 2019 at 06:05 PM

To The Michelson Family:
My sincere condolences. May Ruth R | P. God bless your family.

Your Mother can "rest in peace" for a "job" well done. She gave
each of you such a wholesome foundation for life's journey.

Sincerely,
Bonnie Mester

BONNIE MESTER - October 20, 2019 at 11:54 AM



Sending our thoughts and prayers to you, Ed, |
Karen, Jim, Gary, Steven and all your

families. Ruth will be greatly missed by all her
family and many friends. She is now at piece \*
and with her Lord. We treasure the memories.
Love and hugs, Peg and Rich Mosbo.
Peg Mosbo - October 19, 2019 at 04:01 PM

Sending out thoughts and prayers to you, Ed,
Karen, Jim, Gary, Steven and all your

1
families. Ruth will be greatly missed by all her
family and many friends. We share in your \*
sorrow but know Ruth is at peace with the
Lord. Love and hugs, Peg and Rich.

Peg Mosbo - October 19, 2019 at 03:22 PM



