
Robert Joseph Guntren
July 22, 1943 - March 18, 2026

Robert J. Guntren, age 82, of Storm Lake, Iowa passed away peacefully at his
home on Wednesday, March 18, 2026. 

 

Memorial Mass will take place Saturday, March 28, 2026 at 10:30 a.m. at St.
Mary's Catholic Church in Storm Lake. Burial will be in the church cemetery.
Visitation will take place one hour prior to the service at the CHURCH. The
Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home in Storm Lake is in charge of the
arrangements. 

 

Robert was born in Storm Lake, Iowa, in 1943 to Walter Guntren and Mamie
(Kacmarynski) Guntren. He was a lifelong resident of the community. He
graduated from St. Mary’s High School in 1961 and later attended Universal
Trade School in Omaha. 

 

In his early twenties, Robert purchased Guntren Honey Apiaries from his
father, Walter L Guntren. He grew the business into a successful enterprise,
and as a commercial beekeeper, he maintained hives in southern Iowa,
Texas, and California. 

 

On July 19, 1975, he was united in marriage to Susan E Kohtz at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Eden, Idaho. Together, they raised five children and built a
life centered around family and hard work. 



One of Robert’s passions was duck hunting, which led to his involvement with
Ducks Unlimited and its conservation efforts to restore and manage wetlands
and habitats for North America’s waterfowl. He served as Chairman of the
Storm Lake chapter in the 1980s. 

In his free time, Robert enjoyed working with his hands and keeping busy. He
spent many hours rebuilding classic cars, especially the 1955 Chevy Bel Air
he had driven in high school and took pride in bringing them back to life. He
had a particular interest in planes and automobiles and was an avid collector,
along with many other items over the years, including model trains, stamps,
duck calls, decoys, antiques, and model cars. He had a way of being both
meticulous and resourceful valuing detail while making the most of what he
had. 

 

He loved cooking for family and friends, especially preparing the Thanksgiving
turkey, a tradition he took great pride in. He also spent time gardening and
had a natural artistic ability. He had an interest in aviation and held a private
pilot’s license. 

 

Above all, he took the greatest pleasure in sharing his time and interests with
those he loved. 

 

Those left to cherish his memory are his children: Hans Guntren of Menlo
Park, California; Natalie (Joseph) Dorondo of Houston, Texas; Valerie (Kirk)
Tetzlaff of Storm Lake, Iowa; Heather (Michael) Ellis of Parker, Colorado; and
Bethany (Cody) Martin of Portland, Oregon. He is also survived by nine
grandchildren: Alexis, Tyler, Parker, Nathaniel, Brooklyn, Madison, Benjamin,
Paxton, and Emery; one great-grandchild, Vincent; and his siblings: Mary
Nicholls; Richard (Dodie) Guntren; Raymond (Karen) Guntren; and Jean
(Earl) Harper. 



He was preceded in death by his wife, Susan Guntren; his parents, Walter
Guntren and Mamie Guntren; his sister, Betty Moll; and his niece, Emily
Harper.



Cemetery Details

St. Mary's Catholic Cemetery

1238 600th St.
Storm Lake, IA 50588

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 28. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church -- Storm Lake
320 Seneca St
Storm Lake, IA 50588
--

Memorial Mass

MAR 28. 10:30 AM (CT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church -- Storm Lake
320 Seneca St
Storm Lake, IA 50588
--



Tribute Wall
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Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - March 27 at 04:03 PM

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory
of Robert Joseph Guntren

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - March 27 at 03:58 PM

168 files added to the album LifeTributes

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - March 27 at 12:26 PM

2 files added to the tribute wall
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Randy Bronnenberg - March 25 at 07:41 PM

Randy Bronnenberg purchased the Serene Retre
at for the family of Robert Joseph Guntren.

Peg Flynn - March 24 at 07:07 PM

Peg Flynn lit a candle in memory of Robert
Guntren

March 24 at 04:18 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Robert Joseph Guntren.

March 24 at 04:18 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Robert Joseph Guntren.

https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Asa S. - March 24 at 12:30 PM

Asa S. purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spr
ay for the family of Robert Joseph Guntren.

Asa S. - March 24 at 12:30 PM

Asa S. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Robert Joseph
Guntren.

Sally - March 23 at 01:37 PM

Sally lit a candle in memory of Robert
Guntren

March 23 at 10:01 AM

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the
family of Robert Joseph Guntren.

https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Charles Ryherd - March 23 at 09:52 AM

Charles Ryherd lit a candle in memory of
Robert Guntren

Charles & Pat Ryherd - March 22 at 10:53 AM

Charles & Pat Ryherd lit a candle in memory
of Robert Guntren

Bob and Mary Beal - March 21 at 07:43 PM

Bob and Mary Beal lit a candle in memory of
Robert Guntren

The Ankenbruck Family - March 21 at 03:20 PM

The Ankenbruck Family purchased the Beautiful i
n Blue for the family of Robert Joseph Guntren.

https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Joan Whitney - March 21 at 10:08 AM

Joan Whitney lit a candle in memory of
Robert Guntren

Charlie & Pat Ryherd - March 21 at 09:38 AM

Charlie & Pat Ryherd lit a candle in memory
of Robert Guntren

Poplawski Family - March 21 at 08:55 AM

Poplawski Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Robert Joseph
Guntren.

Poplawski Family - March 21 at 08:55 AM

Poplawski Family purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Robert Joseph
Guntren.

https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


SM

BM

CR

Steph Mickelson - March 21 at 08:43 AM

I had known Bob  man a long time great
man. R.I.P.

Bethany Martin - March 20 at 10:51 PM

17 files added to the album Robert J Guntren

ND
Natalie Dorondo - March 25 at 06:47 AM

Thanks for sharing these, Beth

connie roche - March 20 at 05:40 PM

connie roche lit a candle in memory of Robert
Guntren


