
Reverend Paul Joseph White
August 6, 1931 - October 23, 2018

Reverend Paul White, age 87, of St. Columbans, Nebraska formerly of Fonda,
Iowa died on Tuesday, October 23, 2018 in Papillion, Nebraska. 

 

Funeral Mass will be held on Tuesday, October 30, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. at Our
Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church in Fonda. Burial will be in the Mt. Zion
Cemetery in Fonda. Visitation will take place on Monday, October 29, 2018
from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the church. The Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home in
Storm Lake is in charge of the arrangements. 

Fr. Paul Joseph White was born August 6, 1931 in Fonda Iowa. His parents
were Louis R. and Mary Lillian White. He attended Our Lady of Good Counsel
Grade and High Schools in Fonda. He entered St. Columbans Minor
Seminary Silver Creek, New York in September 1950 for special Latin Studies.
In September 1951 he went to St. Columbans College and Seminary in Milton,
Massachusetts. The following year he went to the Columban Spiritual year in
Bristol, Rhode Island. Major seminary studies in Milton began in September
1953. He was ordained on December, 20, 1958 by Most Rev Eric MacKenzie
D.D. at the Milton Major Seminary. 

 

In January 1959 he was appointed to Korea where he began seven months of
language studies at the Columban House in Donamdong, Seoul. Language
study. He then was assigned to Yang Yang parish in the diocese of Chun



Cheong, Kangwondo. He became temporary pastor 1961 62 Samchock, Buk
Pyeong parish. Subsequently he did further language study in Kwangju City
for seven months. In July 1963 became diocesan bursar at the bishop's
residence in Chun Cheon. In August 64 he had some health problems. In July
1965 he went on home vacation but spent a good deal of that time recovering
from very poor health. 

 

He returned to Korea in 1966 and served as an assistant pastor in
Kangneung, Kangwondo. From 1967 to 1970 he served a pastor in Inje,
Kangwondo, just south of the border with North Korea. 

 

After home vacation in 1970, he returned to Korea in 1971 and once again
was bursar in the Bishop’s House in Chun Cheon. He was appointed as a
member of the Chun Cheon District Council in which he served from
September 1972 to 1976. He had a six month home vacation in 1975. During
1976 he was in Jung Seon, Kangwondo. 

 

From 1977 to 1979 he was pastor in Sok Cho, Kangwondo, next to the East
Sea. 

 

In May 1980 Paul left for home vacation and studies at Maryknoll in America
for one year. He also worked as an auxiliary chaplain at the SAC Air Base
near St. Columbans. He returned to Korea in May 1981 and was assigned as
pastor at Hallim parish in Chejudo. In June 1983 he became pastor in
Bucheon City, Inchon Diocese for one year. 

 

In June 1983 Paul went to Seoul where he started Gamblers Anonymous in
Korea. Paul had faced his own addiction to gambling and then sought to help
others. While working full time with Gamblers Anonymous Paul moved to the
Columban house in Wang Shim Ri, Seoul. Other Columbans in specialized
ministries were his companions there. For nine years he helped to start twelve



Gamblers Anonymous meetings in various parts of South Korea. During this
time he also visited the Philippines where he tried to develop Gamblers
Anonymous in Manila and Cebu. 

 

In March 1996 Paul went to Omaha for Heart Angioplasty. He subsequently
was appointed to the U.S. Region and went to the Korean Catholic Center, St.
Gregory Nazianzen Church in Los Angeles. In 2002 he moved to the
Columban house on North Vermont Avenue in Los Angeles. From there he
continued his work with Gamblers Anonymous. In 2009 he moved to the
Columban house near Omaha, NE. He attended Gamblers Anonymous
meetings, and did mass and confession supply work, particularly at Hillcrest
Rehabilitation Center in Bellevue, NE until falls and ill health precluded
outside activity. After his health continued to deteriorate went to the Shadow
Lake Hillcrest Nursing Home in Papillion, NE. 

 

Paul was well known as a raconteur of stories and party pieces.



Cemetery Details

Mt. Zion Catholic Cemetery

Fonda, IA 50540

Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 29. 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church -- Fonda
513 North Main Street
Fonda, IA 50540

Funeral Mass

OCT 30. 10:30 AM (CT)

Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church -- Fonda
513 North Main Street
Fonda, IA 50540
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Rosemary Swirczek Plantikow - October 29, 2018 at 06:02 PM

Father Paul gave us in Omaha a wonderful source of wisdom and
knowledge of the Gamblers' Anonymous Program and life in
general. We loved his fun and many golf stories. He will be missed
sadly, though he did write a book of his trials and tribulations and
joys in order to help the largest possible amount of people. Eternal
rest grant unto him O Lord, and let Perpetual Light shine upon him.
May he rest in peace. Amen.

Randy and Marilyn Schmitt - October 29, 2018 at 01:57 PM

What a remarkable life of dedication to the work of God. Enjoyed
Father's homilies about his missionary work. God's Peace to Father
and to his family.

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - October 29, 2018 at 01:26 PM

2 files added to the album Memories Album
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Dexter - October 28, 2018 at 04:34 PM

Thank you Fr White for spreading Christianity and being an
inspiration to gambling addicts. With your life, the Lord showed us
He truly works in mysterious ways. In your book, you described how
He called you to be his priest and missionary in spreading His love
and giving hope to desperate and hopeless gambling addicts in
Korea and throughout the world. 

  
Fr White, thank you for showing me a way out. Thank you for
showing me there is no shame in addiction. Thank you for helping
me in my deepest moments of desperation. Thank you for being my
friend. 

  
Love, 

 Dexter

Catherine Buckley - October 27, 2018 at 03:11 PM

Catherine Buckley lit a candle in memory of
Reverend Paul Joseph White

Dan & Pam White - October 25, 2018 at 10:02 PM

Father Paul is now in Heaven celebrating his amazing life and in the
great company of all the Saints and the comments of Jesus. Father
Paul was special to my family and very close to our Dad! May his
spirit of giving be carried on by everyone that knew him. He leaves
a remarkable legacy! Love Dan White and Family!





October 25, 2018 at 05:24 PM

Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray was
purchased for the family of Reverend Paul
Joseph White.

https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=637&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=637&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

