Lee McKenna
February 10, 1928 - March 11, 2015

Lee McKenna, age 87, of Storm Lake, lowa died March 11, 2015 in Storm
Lake.

Funeral Mass will be held Friday, March 20, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. at St. Mary's
Catholic Church in Storm Lake. Burial will follow in the St. Mary's Catholic
Cemetery. Visitation will take place Thursday, March 19, 2015 from 5-7:00
p.m. with a vigil service at 7:00 p.m. all at the Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home
in Storm Lake. The Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home in Storm Lake is in
charge of the arrangements.

Leatrice (Lee) McKenna was born on February 10, 1928 on a farm near Deloit
to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Spahn. She spent her younger years in Arthur and
Odebolt and moved to Storm Lake in 1943 with her parents and younger
brother.

Lee attended public school and graduated in 1946. She attended Buena Vista
College and was affiliated with Phi Alpha Pi sorority, Sigma Tau Delta and
Alpha Psi Omega. While attending BVC, Lee was active in dramatics, served
as president of Phi Alpha Pi and was former president of Buena Vista College
Alumni Association. She graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree and did
graduate work at the University of lowa in lowa City and lowa State College in
Ames. While working for lowa State’s television station, Lee interviewed



Soviet Leader, Nikita Khrushchev. Lee also taught English and dramatics at
Gillett Grove and Rembrandt High Schools.

For thirty-six years, Lee and her husband, Ort, operated the Luggage and Gift
Shop, formerly located on Lake Avenue in Storm Lake, lowa and Crafts of the
Nation, a Wholesale gift business. During that time, they took a selling trip as
far south as Brownsville, Texas once a year. While on the way down they
opened up new accounts for the wholesale business.

Lee hosted the “Homemaker Harmony Show” on KAYL for twenty years. She
also organized and narrated style shows in Storm Lake, lowa and Florence
Garden, Arizona. She and Ort attended President Dwight Eisenhower’s
funeral in Abilene, Arkansas as representatives for KAYL. She also reported
events of the funeral on the air for the radio station. Lee also narrated parades
on KAYL for Buena Vista College homecomings. She was a member of St.
Mary’s Catholic Church.

Survivors include her brother Merv and his wife, Charlotte of La Mesa, CA,;
niece Charlama Chaffee, her husband Cameron and their children Kaylianne
and Jonathon of San Diego, CA; niece Tamara Schwartz and her children
Taran, Kellen and Gweneth of Newberg, OR; and nephew Troyon Spahn and
his wife Dawn of Newberg, OR.

Survivors also include extended family Yolene Fekel and her husband
Richard, formerly of Storm Lake, IA now living in Rochester, M,
granddaughter Jocelyn Zelasko and her husband John of Rochester, M,
grandson David Fekel, his wife Katie and their children Luke and Evelyn of
Capac, MI; brother-in-law George Sokolowski of Holstein, IA; sisters-in-law
Mrs. Don McKenna (Zita) of West Des Moines and Mrs. Bernard McKenna
(Kathleen) of San Jose, CA; plus twenty nephews and nieces.



Lee was preceded in death by her husband Ort; parents Arthur and Wanda
Spahn of Storm Lake, IA; sisters-in-law Bernadine Belson and her husband
Marian Belson of Galva, IA and Mary Lorna Sokolowski of Holstein, IA;
brothers-in-law Donald McKenna of Seattle, WA, Robert McKenna and his
wife Bonnie of Seattle, WA, Bernard (Cody) McKenna of San Jose, CA and
Raphael McKenna and his wife Elaine of San Rosa, CA; and her nephew
Robert Belson of Holstein, IA.



Previous Events
Visitation

MAR 19. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - Storm Lake
1615 W Milwaukee Ave,

Storm Lake, 1A 50588

(712) 732-1911
jensenfuneralhomes@gmail.com
https://www.fratzkejensen.com

Vigil Service

MAR 19. 7:00 PM (CT)

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - Storm Lake
1615 W Milwaukee Ave,

Storm Lake, 1A 50588

(712) 732-1911
jensenfuneralhomes@gmail.com
https://www.fratzkejensen.com

Service

MAR 20. 10:00 AM (CT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church -- Storm Lake
320 Seneca Street
Storm Lake, 1A


mailto:jensenfuneralhomes@gmail.com
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/
mailto:jensenfuneralhomes@gmail.com
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/

Tribute Wall

| saw Lee at Methodist Manor when my Dad .
was residing there...I made a copy of a

picture of her MC'ing a style show from the |
fifties. She really enjoyed it!...a beautiful lady. \A
Karen Dvergsten Eichner

karen eichner - April 22, 2015 at 04:19 AM

Suana Wessendorf lit a candle in memory of I
Lee McKenna

Suana Wessendorf - March 25, 2015 at 11:26 PM

2 files added to the tribute wall

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Homes - March 19, 2015 at 04:16 PM

Chris Titcomb lit a candle in memory of Lee )

McKenna
WL

chris titcomb - March 18, 2015 at 10:11 PM



Christopher & Brittany Titcomb Jason, Jill &
Maisy Titcomb purchased the Fields of Europe
for the family of Lee McKenna.

Christopher & Brittany Titcomb Jason, Jill & Maisy Titcomb -
March 18, 2015 at 09:17 AM

Fields of Europe for Spring was purchased for
the family of Lee McKenna.

March 17, 2015 at 09:32 PM

"Someone who meant so much will live on in so many loving
memories." Thanks so much Lee for all the great memories. Love,
Don Belson

Don Belson - March 16, 2015 at 10:54 AM

David McKenna lit a candle in memory of Lee 1
McKenna

David McKenna - March 15, 2015 at 07:47 PM
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Deb And Kevin Jesse lit a candle in memory |

of Lee McKenna

Deb and Kevin Jesse - March 14, 2015 at 01:13 PM

I will remember Lea as the fashionable, friendly person she was. |
got to know her better at Methodist Manor and she was always at
her best, even when she was in so much pain. She is at peace now,
no more pain. God Bless You.

Donna Holmes - March 13, 2015 at 09:19 AM

Tim/Pegi Cavanaugh lit a candle in memory |

of Lee McKenna
b

Tim/Pegi Cavanaugh - March 13, 2015 at 08:07 AM



