
James Robert Kennedy
June 22, 1943 - April 22, 2019

James Robert Kennedy, age 75, of Storm Lake, Iowa formerly of
Massachusetts died on April 22, 2019 at St. Luke's Regional Medical Center
in Sioux City, Iowa. 

Memorial Mass will be held on Saturday, September 28, 2019 at 10:30 a.m.
with a KC Rosary at 10:00 a.m. all at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Storm
Lake. Services were held in May in South Yarmouth, Massachusetts. Burial
was in the Woodside Cemetery in Yarmouth Port, Massachusetts. In lieu of
flowers, his family is requesting that donations to the Stone Hill College
MacPháidín Library or the Buena Vista County Historical Society be made in
his name. The Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home in Storm Lake is in charge of
the arrangements. 

James Robert Kennedy was born on June 22, 1943 in Norwood
Massachusetts to Walter and Anne Roche Kennedy. Growing up in Walpole
Massachusetts, he was baptized and confirmed at Blessed Sacrament
Catholic Church. Active in his community from an early age, James wrote for
the local newspaper about the results of local ballgames and other events. He
loved reading about, and collecting pamphlets for new cars that came out, and
showed a strong ability to wax poetic about cars from his youth. 

 

James graduated from Walpole High School in 1961 and then earned a



Bachelor of Arts in History at Stone Hill College in 1966. Drafted by the Army
prior to his graduation, James served his country faithfully, which remained a
point of pride throughout his life; he was a lifetime member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. Following his service in the Army, he enrolled at the University
of Rhode Island, where he earned a Master of Library Science. During this
time, he met the love of his life, and married Mary-Elinor Reardon on January
31, 1971. 

 

They lived and worked in Bourne, Massachusetts, later moving to Andover,
Massachusetts in 1975, when James became the Director of the Lawrence
Public Library. Their marriage was blessed with two children: Patrick and
Elizabeth. In 1982, James became the Director of the Geisel Library at Saint
Anselm College in Manchester, New Hampshire. Later moving to Iowa in
1990, James took a job as the University Librarian at Buena Vista University,
where he worked diligently until his retirement in 2012. Shortly thereafter, he
became the President of the Buena Vista County Historical Society, and
continued his lifelong love of public service and history. James was also a life
member of the Bourne Historical Society and Aptuxet Trading Post, and a life
member of the American Library Association and a member of the Knights of
Columbus where he obtained the ranking of Fourth Degree. 

James was known for his infectious smile, his mischievous sense of humor,
and his ability to not see the glass as half full, but entirely full. He delighted in
helping his students find information, and often said that reading Rolling Stone
Magazine helped him stay young at heart, and to relate to each new class. His
wealth of knowledge and boundless enthusiasm meant he always had a
relevant story to tell, or a pun to make everyone laugh or groan. He loved the
history of sports, and could often be found reading about his favorite New
England teams. James’ faith had a strong foundation, and was visible in the
way he lived his life. He was an active member of the Knights of Columbus.
James was a positive influence in the lives of all who met him, and will be truly



missed. 
 

He leaves behind his beloved wife Mary-Elinor Kennedy, his children Patrick
Kennedy and Elizabeth Kennedy, his brother William T. Kennedy, and a large
number of nieces and nephews.



Previous Events

Rosary

SEP 28. 10:00 AM (CT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church -- Storm Lake
320 Seneca Street
Storm Lake, IA

Memorial Mass

SEP 28. 10:30 AM (CT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church -- Storm Lake
320 Seneca Street
Storm Lake, IA
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Christine Crowley - January 10, 2020 at 11:10 AM

I knew Jim professionally after meeting at a summer program at
Harvard. We grew up near each other (I am from Norwood,MA) but
never met until then. over the years we shared a few dinners with
other friends at conferences and stayed in touch with Facebook. I
will miss his impish smile. Condolences to his family.--Christine
Crowley, San Antonio, TX

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - September 26, 2019 at 05:51 PM

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Ken and Janet Strouse - September 25, 2019 at 09:57 AM

Ken And Janet Strouse lit a candle in memory
of James Robert Kennedy
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Steph Sharon Mickelson - September 24, 2019 at 08:12 PM

Steph Sharon Mickelson lit a candle in
memory of James Robert Kennedy

Deb and Kevin Jesse - September 24, 2019 at 05:29 PM

Deb And Kevin Jesse lit a candle in memory
of James Robert Kennedy

Pam Henderson - September 24, 2019 at 01:10 PM

Pam Henderson lit a candle in memory of
James Robert Kennedy

The Zimmerman's - September 24, 2019 at 10:41 AM

The Zimmerman's lit a candle in memory of
James Robert Kennedy


