
Dorothy A. James
May 29, 1924 - January 26, 2022

Dorothy “Dot” (Olson) James, age 97, of Ames, Iowa, formerly of Storm Lake,
Iowa died January 26, 2022 in Ames, after a several-year struggle with
Alzheimer’s. 

 

Memorial Services will take place Thursday, April 21, 2022 at 1:30 p.m. with
visitation starting at 1:00 p.m. at the Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home in
STORM LAKE. The Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home in Storm Lake is in
charge of the arrangements. 

Dorothy Ann Olson was born in Milford, Iowa on May 29, 1924, to Clinton and
Hazel (Titterington) Olson. She and her parents moved to Long Beach, CA in
1937 to be near her two brothers, stationed there in the Navy. In 1942, she
graduated from Pomona High School and enrolled at Los Angeles County
General Hospital School of Nursing, graduating with an R.N. degree in 1945.
While in nurses training, she joined the Cadet Nurse Corps. During her last six
months of training, she was assigned to Letterman General Hospital in San
Francisco, followed by Dibble General Hospital at Menlo Park. Both of these
were Army hospitals that were the primary hospitals for treating sick and
wounded soldiers from the Pacific battles of World War II. After the war, she
worked at hospitals in the Los Angeles area. 

 

Dorothy moved back to Milford, Iowa and married Ivan James on October 25,



1947. They farmed near Milford before moving to Ames, where Ivan finished
his degree at Iowa State. In 1952, they moved to Storm Lake, where they
resided for 53 years and raised their two daughters, Carol and Connie. They
moved to Ames in 2006, and they happily celebrated 70 years of marriage in
2017. 

 

Dorothy’s priorities were at home, where she found fulfillment in being a wife,
mother, and homemaker. She loved cooking, collecting and trying new
recipes, sewing, and gardening. She was fun-loving and enjoyed get-
togethers with relatives and the many friends she and Ivan had. One of
Dorothy’s life-long interests was music. She enjoyed listening to many types of
music and also sang in the Methodist Church choir for twenty-five years. She
was an avid sports fan, especially of the ISU Cyclones and Chicago Cubs.
When her grandson was young, she was especially fond of watching him
participate in sports and listening to him play the piano. 

 

Dorothy and Ivan spent many winters in retirement in Texas and Arizona,
where they enjoyed the warm weather, dancing, visiting local sites, and
making new friends. Each winter in Texas, they looked forward to taking
clothes, writing materials, and candy to needy children in Mexico. Dorothy and
Ivan loved traveling and they visited all parts of the U.S. as well as Canada
and Mexico. 

Dorothy was a nature-lover who enjoyed spending time outdoors. In recent
years, Reiman Gardens in Ames was a favorite place to walk among the
plants and flowers and visit the butterfly wing at the gardens. 
Surviving Dorothy are daughters: Carol (Rob) Thorson; Connie James (Bill
Dodds); grandson Eric (Lea) Thorson; seven nieces and nephews. She will be
greatly missed by those who knew and loved her. 

Dorothy was preceded in death by her husband, Ivan, in January 2018, her



parents, brothers: Vernon Dale Olson and James Olson. 

Those who wish to make memorial gifts at this time in Dorothy’s name may
make them to Reiman Gardens, sending them to Carol Thorson, c/o Fratzke &
Jensen Funeral Home, 1615 W. Milwaukee Ave., Storm Lake, IA 50588.
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Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - April 21, 2022 at 03:43 PM

1 file added to the album Live Stream

Ted & Jean Olson - April 20, 2022 at 08:55 AM

I always called her Aunt Dorothy. When I say her name or think
about her,I see many pictures as I remember her. Aunt Dorothy &
Uncle Ivan will always be in my heart. Jean and I send the best to
Carol & Rob who were always there for her. May Aunt Dorothy Rest
In Peace. Ted & Jean

Fratzke & Jensen - April 15, 2022 at 10:28 AM

2 files added to the album Memorial Folder
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Deb Stille Trizila - April 19, 2022 at 03:44 PM

Dot & Iv ‘s daughter Carol & I were chums all through high school…I
spent many hours at their home. Talk about sweet, loving & tolerant of
Carol & my constant crazes : boys, Beatles & Supremes blaring,
basketball games & nights spent at the Pizza House & gallons of gas
spent riding around BV college !!! So many great memories. Rest In
Peace Dot. 

Mary Drey - February 01, 2022 at 08:51 AM

Sending my condolences. Dorothy (and Ivan) were great friends of
my my and dad. When my dad passed away, Dorothy often would
stop by and have coffee and chat with mom. She even silently
helped me get my mom to a needed doctors appointment. I will
always remember her as a kind lady. Mary Robel Drey

Ali Sisson - January 30, 2022 at 12:54 PM

I helped care for Dot and there’s not a memory of her that I have
that isn’t fond. I know I knew a different her than most did but her
personality still shined so bright. She could make me belly laugh, so
hard. She was so funny. She had no fear. She spoke to me often of
her favorite place being Alaska, and told me of an earthquake she
experienced while working at the hospital in California, something I
could never imagine experiencing while caring for others. She
spoke of Ivan and her brothers with such love and missed them
dearly. I’ll never see an episode of Andy Griffith without thinking of
her. We had many wonderful chats over chocolate snacks and nail
paintings. A catchphrase of hers I’ll never forget is “Yippee Coyote!”
She was an incredible woman who touched the deepest parts of my
heart. Her strength, love, and humor was absolutely admirable. I will
miss her so very much.



RT
Robert Thorson - January 27, 2022 at 10:28 PM

She was the best mother in law.


