Dale Sorenson
August 31, 1929 - April 30, 2026

Dale Sorenson, age 96, of Alta, lowa passed away Thursday, April 30, 2026 at
Methodist Manor Retirement Community in Storm Lake, lowa.

Funeral services will be held Saturday, May 9, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. at Our
Savior's Lutheran Church in Rembrandt, lowa. Coffee will follow the service
and we will depart at 3:00 p.m. for burial in the Immanuel Lutheran Church
Cemetery in Alta, lowa. Visitation will take place Saturday, May 9, 2026 from
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the CHURCH. The Fratzke & Jensen Funeral
Home in Storm Lake is in charge of the arrangements.

Ervin Dale Sorenson, who aside from his Army days, always went by Dale,
was born on August 31, 1929, to Thelma Inez (Wing) and Sigurd Berger
Sorenson. He was baptized in, and later joined the Congregational Church in
Sioux Rapids. He lived with his parents and brother, Allen, on the Toby
Thompson farm and went to school in Rembrandt for six years. He then went
to Highview School, where he graduated in 1947. He learned about, and was
a solid believer in hard work. He once unloaded 40 ton of coal with a shovel,
for which he was paid one dollar per ton. Thrilled to have spending money, he
agreed to do another load when asked again. He wanted to be a veterinarian,
but it wasn’t what his parents had in mind for him. He learned to fly a single-
engine plane, which he would buzz over the farm of the parents of his high
school sweetheart, Janice Anita Hansen. He would fly so low that she could



see the color of his shirt. He moved to Omaha in the Fall of 1949, to be near
Janice, who was in secretarial school there, and worked in Bishop’s Cafeteria
— first as a busboy and later as a coffee boy.

Dale and Janice were married at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Scott
Township on September 24, 1950, and moved to Gran Apartments, a new
place for recently-married couples in Sioux Rapids. He worked at Hank
Herrig’'s Machinery, assembling and repairing machinery, and considered
becoming a Fuller Brush salesman. But on April 2, 1951, he was drafted into
the Army — the first married man in the county who was drafted into what
became the Korean War. He completed basic training at Fort Eustes in
Virginia, where he was a squad leader and had to organize weekly cleaning of
the barracks. He later told how he let the guys pick their own jobs — he and
only one black soldier in the group often ended up cleaning the latrines.
Janice joined him after basic training, and they moved to Williamsburg,
Virginia. In 1952, he was flown to Washington state, where he waited in line
for four hours for Thanksgiving dinner. The soldiers slept in tar paper shacks
on land, and then in bunks five high when nearly 5,000 were shipped to
Korea. Dale recalled that the seas were so rough that he ate the same grape
17 times. He blamed severe seasickness for his latrine-cleaning buddy
jumping overboard on the voyage. Dale was pained to say, “that the boat just
kept going”. In Korea, he was one soldier shy of receiving a chalk “x” on his
helmet, which meant being sent to the front. He served as a supply officer and
every day wrote an aerogram to Janice with a hand-drawn cartoon on the
back. He returned to the States in April, 1953, getting his separation papers in
Camp Carson, Colorado, just in time to get back for Janice’s Grandpa Claus
Johnson’s funeral.

Janice’s parents moved from the family farm to Storm Lake, which led Dale
and Janice to move to the Scott Township farm. Over the years they raised
corn, soybeans, alfalfa, dairy cattle, feeder cattle, Black Angus cattle, laying



hens, pigs, sheep and thousands of turkeys. They also raised three daughters
and a son. Dale was involved in Lodge before getting married, joined Eastern
Star after returning from military service, and much later in 2001, served as
Grand Chaplain of the State of lowa. Dale enjoyed singing at many events,
whistling as he walked, card playing, building almost anything, cartooning,
writing songs and gardening. He had a keen artful eye to “create”. He would
share a customized hand-drawn cartoon with anyone who would take one.
Dale partially retired following a motorcycle accident as he came in from
fieldwork. Even though the word “retired” didn’t apply to him, his philosophy
was always “It's better to wear out than to rust out”. Dale taught his family —
“there’s no such word as can’t”!

He and Janice wintered in Mesa, Arizona, for 24 fun-filled years, often
traveling in record time. Janice negotiated getting a new pair of shoes for each
speeding ticket he got. They moved to Alta in 2018, where he built two
outbuildings near their large garden, sharing produce and melons with
neighbors, friends and strangers. He also tended to his wife. In 2023, they
moved to Wel Life in Alta, where he spent his time relaxing and watching the
latest news on TV.

Dale was proud of his military service, his work ethic and his family. He and
his determination will be missed. Dale Sorenson passed away April 30, 2026.
He was predeceased in 2025 by Janice, his wife of 74 years, many friends
and family members, including his only brother, Allen.

He is survived by their four children; Susan Sorenson (Richard Berk); Sally
(Jim) Anderson; Sheila (Dan) Bennett; and Steve Sorenson (Renae). He had
seven grandchildren: Michael Bark; Ryan (Jill) Buckendahl; Brittney (Logan)
Peters; Brooke (Ryan) Weber; Taylor (Rachel) Bennett; Ava Sorenson; Anna
Sorenson. Great-grandchildren are Stella, Dean, Evie, Emilia and Dawsyn.






Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 9. 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM (CT)

Our Savior's Lutheran Church - Rembrandt
107 N Broadway Ave
Rembrandt, I1A 50576

Funeral Service

MAY 9. 1:00 PM (CT)

Our Savior's Lutheran Church - Rembrandt
107 N Broadway Ave
Rembrandt, IA 50576



Tribute Wall

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory
of Dale Sorenson

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - May 05 at 11:52 AM

Thanks for sharing Precious " family photos. We dearly enjoyed our
friendship with Jan and Dale during our Bill's Cycle Center years. Our
condolences to Dale's family. Kindly Bev and Bill Rice

Bill Rice - May 05 at 04:39 PM

Our condolences to Dale's family. Bill and Bev Rice

Bill Rice - May 05 at 04:40 PM

To the Sorenson family.....

We were gone out of town on both your parents funerals. But | just
want you to know that | really enjoyed your parents over the many
years | knew them. And delivering meals on wheels to them in town....
Always brought smiling faces and kind conversations. Watching this
video was so amazing. Listening to the two of them talking as you
created it. What a wonderful memory for you to have forever. And the
song at the end. Wow..... | could feel their great love just listening to
them share in conversation. As they meet again, how wonderful..... but
of course the loss for you all they leave behind..... is bittersweet. You
are all in our thoughts and prayers!

Kim and Kevin Walsh

Kim Walsh - May 11 at 11:21 AM



Sally lit a candle in memory of Dale Sorenson 1

Sally - May 13 at 01:25 PM

Our sympathy to Dale's family! From Nick & Konny Droegmiller

Konny Droegmiller - May 06 at 02:15 PM

2 files added to the tribute wall

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - May 05 at 12:22 PM

Shelly Hammen lit a candle in memory of 1
Dale Sorenson

Shelly Hammen - May 05 at 09:31 AM



Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Dale Sorenson.

May 04 at 11:07 PM

I am so very sorry for the loss of this wonderful, kind man! | last saw
him at Wel-Life just a short few weeks ago going down the hall on
his scooter while | was there for an Alta Kiwanis Club meeting. |
waved to him and he stopped and said hello to me with that
wonderful smile and hand shake. He asked me if | was still on city
council so | know he still remembered me! | am proud to have
known him, his lovely wife and their amazing kids. My deepest
sympathy goes out to each of you!!

Pam Henderson
Pam Henderson - May 03 at 12:16 PM

Pam Henderson lit a candle in memory of ]
Dale Sorenson

AW N

Pam Henderson - May 03 at 12:08 PM


https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

What a celebration of life he has always been. Sheila and | worked
together at Country Kitchen, and got to know this great man through
her. Lots of joy and laughter with this gracious man. My deepest

sympathy to the family.

Connie - May 02 at 09:36 AM

Jeff and Jean Chindlund lit a candle in "

memory of Dale Sorenson

Jeff and Jean Chindlund - May 01 at 10:26 PM



