
Dr. Allen J. Blume
June 22, 1942 - May 23, 2018

Dr. Allen J. Blume, age 75, of West Des Moines, Iowa and formerly of Fonda,
Iowa died Wednesday, May 23, 2018 in Des Moines. 

A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, May 26, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. at Our
Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church in Fonda. Burial will be in the Mt. Zion
Cemetery in Fonda. Visitation will take place one hour prior to the service at
the church. The Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home in Storm Lake is in charge of
the arrangements. 

Allen Joseph Blume was born to Lloyd Joseph and Alma Doris (Whalen)
Blume near Dow City on June 22nd, 1942. Allen completed his elementary
education at a Crawford County country school. He graduated from Our Lady
of Good Counsel High School in June of 1960. Allen graduated from the Iowa
Barber College in Des Moines in April 1961. He barbered in Fonda with Jack
Murphy and later with Bud Hogan until August 1967 when he enrolled at
NIACC in Mason City. He was united in marriage at Our Lady of Good
Counsel church to Grace M. Mullen on August 31, 1963. This marriage ended
in Divorce in 1992. This union produced two wonderful children, Regina
Blume Cygan and Michael Allen Blume. 

Allen completed his undergraduate education at NIACC and Buena Vista
College. He graduated from the Southern College of Optometry in Memphis,



TN in June of 1975. Following licensure Allen joined Dr. Keith W. Pierce in his
optometry practice in Storm Lake. He later accepted a faculty position at the
School of Optometry in the Medical Center at the University of Alabama in
Birmingham. He returned to private practice in Mason City in 1979. Dr.
Douglas Tassi and later Dr. Terry Huseman joined this practice. Blume on a
leave of absence from practice served as the Optometric Director at the
Jackson Eye Institute in Jackson, MS in 1987-88. During this time he also
served as a Director and Business Development Officer for Omega Health
Services. OHS was in the process of establishing medical/surgical eye clinics
in cities around the country. In 1988 Allen returned to Mason City joining Drs.
Daryl Fry and Michael Heston in their practice. In 1992 he purchased long-
time friend Dr. Wesley Seaver’s practice in Fort Dodge. Dr. Regina Blume
Cygan joined this practice in 1997. Allen married Andi L. O’Lena from Boone
in 2001. She served as the Business Office Manager at Central Iowa
EyeCare, P.C. until they sold the clinic to Associate Dr. Ryan Brown in 2005.
Allen completed his professional career in part-time practice from 2005 – 2017
with Dr. Terry Huseman in Des Moines. 

 

Dr. Blume was honored by his colleagues many times during his career for his
commitment to optometry. Allen served in many different capacities in the
Iowa Optometric Association from 1975 to 1994 including serving as IOA
President in 92-93. He also served on many committees within the American
Optometric Association. Allen was tirelessly involved in the legislative
activities of the state and national optometry political landscape. He
contributed to the profession’s advancement through several different
vehicles. He presented over 250 lectures at continuing education meetings in
the US and Canada. He contributed to the optometric literature through
journal articles and as a contributing author in several optometry textbooks.
He testified before many state and several federal legislative committees in
regard to pending optometric legislation. He was also involved in expert
medical testimony in malpractice litigation during his career. In clinical practice



Allen had a particular interest in the diagnosis and treatment of retinal
diseases, glaucoma and the manufacture and fitting of aspheric gas
permeable multifocal contact lenses. On the community level he served on the
Storm Lake City Council and was a member of the Lions Club, Rotary
International and the Knights of Columbus. At the time of his death he was a
member of St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church in Des Moines. 

 

Allen treasured spending time with family, friends and optometric colleagues.
He was an avid golfer with many special memories of Fonda golf including
winning the Fonda Club Tournament in 1967; the Fonda Handicap League
Tournament in 1971 and the Fonda Open Golf Tournament (Gary Boettcher
Memorial Tournament) in 1977. He made two Aces (hole-in-one), a truck load
of Eagles and a Double Eagle (albatross) - 2on a Par 5 - during his playing
career. Allen enjoyed a large group of golfing buddies but none more special
than Mark Kelly and Dennis Reilly. Allen was an ardent student of the golf
“swing”. His Mason City/Clear Lake golf buddies jokingly referred to him as
the “Technician”. Allen was also a life-long pool player from the age of six until
his death. He enjoyed pocket billiards, snooker and 3-rail/carom billiards. He
maintained a strong interest in mathematics throughout his life and enjoyed
watching all sporting events but especially golf, the New York Yankees, Notre
Dame and Alabama Football. 

 

Allen is survived by his devoted loving wife Andi; daughter Regina Cygan
(Kurt Brueschke) and their children: Catherine and Jonathan Cygan (Tori
Raile); son Michael (Stacey Gasperi-Clennon) and daughters; Thea Clennon
and Ella Blume; step son; Daniel O’Lena (Kimberly) and son James (Ashley
Garcia Aparicio) and great grandson Asher O’Lena; son Jonn (Melissa)
O’Lena; step daughter; Debra Fecho and daughter Hayleigh; step daughter
Dodi Petersen and daughters; Emily Clark and Ashton Petersen; sister
Elizabeth Swanson and brother Ronald Blume (Pamela) and special nephews



and niece – more like siblings: Dennis Blume (Federica) and David Blume
(Jennifer Jaszczak) and Debora Blume (Eric Woolson). He was preceded in
death by his parents Lloyd and Alma Blume and brother-in-law Darrell
Swanson. He will be remembered by his uncle Melvin Whalen (Lillian) and two
other living aunts (Marie and Nancy Blum); former spouse Grace M. Blume as
well as many nieces, nephews, cousins, friends, colleagues and many grateful
patients. 

 

Fratzke-Jensen Funeral Home in Storm Lake is in charge of arrangements.
On-line condolences are available at www.fratzkejensen.com. In lieu of
flowers, Allen requests memorials may be made to North Iowa Area
Community College Schmidt Family Math Scholarship fund, 500 College
Drive, Mason City, IA 50401



Cemetery Details

Mt. Zion Catholic Cemetery

Fonda, IA 50540

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 26. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)

Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church -- Fonda
513 North Main Street
Fonda, IA 50540

Celebration of Life

MAY 26. 10:30 AM (CT)

Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church -- Fonda
513 North Main Street
Fonda, IA 50540



Tribute Wall

TN

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - May 25, 2018 at 11:32 AM

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory
of Dr. Allen J. Blume

Tim Nichols - May 29, 2018 at 08:23 AM

Al was a great teacher and mentor during his time at UAB. His
clinical excellence and pithy real world experience was refreshing in
that academic environment. He gave us the assurance that we
could be both good doctors and successful practice owners. His
influence is still felt these 37 years after graduation. My education
would not have been complete with Al. His signature is on my
"GOBIO" certificate above my desk. 
I regret to hear of his passing. I hope and pray you will find comfort
in your time of grief. 

  
Tim Nichols OD 

 UABSO Class of 81
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bob Sharp - May 28, 2018 at 08:28 PM

Dr. Al was much more than a mentor to me, he was a great friend
and counselor. I was humbled when he received his life
membership at the most recent IOA convention in April. There are
people everyone holds in their heart, I will always hold Al close in
my heart! Thanks you for all you have done, all your colleagues owe
you much and will remember you always. 

 Bob Sharp

Margaret Anna Thielen Christensen - May 27, 2018 at 04:11 PM

A special friend of our family. Our dad was so proud of Allan’s
accomplishments as are we. RIP Allan. I lit a candle at Mass this
morning for you. Margaret Anna Thielen Christensen.

Donovan Crouch - May 25, 2018 at 09:30 PM

Allen Blume was a tireless advocate for Optometry. The Optometry
is a better profession because of his time and efforts. 
 
It was an honor to have known Allen. Our thoughts and prayers are
with his family and friends. 

  
We will remember the many memories we have in years past.
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Norman V. Schmidt - May 25, 2018 at 04:10 PM

Allen Blume: 
 Excellent, curious mathematics student 

 Fine golfer who was happy to play with some less-talented players 
 Talented optometrist 

  
Most of all, I will remember Allen as a loyal trusted friend for nearly
five decades. 

  
Sincerely, Norman V. Schmidt

Sandy Robinson - May 25, 2018 at 02:37 PM

Regina and family..I am so sorry for your loss. He will be in your
hearts forever!

Sandy Robinson - May 25, 2018 at 02:36 PM

Sandy Robinson lit a candle in memory of Dr.
Allen J. Blume

May 25, 2018 at 02:07 PM

Simply Lily was purchased for the family of Dr.
Allen J. Blume.

https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3029&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3029&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Homes - May 25, 2018 at 11:49 AM

2 files added to the tribute wall

Dr James Roberts - May 25, 2018 at 10:47 AM

Dr James Roberts lit a candle in memory of
Dr. Allen J. Blume

Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home - May 25, 2018 at 10:13 AM

98 files added to the album LifeTributes
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May 25, 2018 at 10:04 AM

Classic Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased
for the family of Dr. Allen J. Blume.

Jonathan Montpas - May 25, 2018 at 09:52 AM

Dr. Blume was the first doctor to diagnose my ocular melanoma. I
will be forever grateful that his quick action helped save my life from
cancer. My heartfelt condolences to his family and friends. THANK
YOU Dr. Blume.

Mary Vollrath (Menke) - May 24, 2018 at 07:34 PM

Mary Vollrath (Menke) lit a candle in memory
of Dr. Allen J. Blume

MV
Mary (Menke) Vollrath - May 24, 2018 at 07:36 PM

Sorry to hear of the passing of Allen--sympathies to all his family!

https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=782&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=782&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Debora Blume - May 25, 2018 at 11:39 AM

Dr. Allen is a special someone who can never be replaced. I think
fondly on the days when the Blume family would gather at Grandpa's
and Grandma's home in Fonda. Uncle Doc always had great stories
and would bring everyone at the table into fits of laughter. I know,
without a doubt, Lloyd and Alma took him by the hands on Wednesday
and they are together again. A great comfort to know he's with his Dad
and Mom.

JG

Jerry Gibson - May 25, 2018 at 06:01 PM

I have such fond memories of Allen, he was so willing to share his
professional skills. My best memory is when I purchased a new
instrument for my practice and was having difficulty mastering it's use. I
called Allen and asked for his advice. He invited me to his practice too
personally instruct me. After I visited his office he offered to come to
my office and further assist me in the implementation of it's use. That's
just the way Allen was about his love for his profession and helping
other optometrists advance their skills and expertise. I will never forget
his kindness. Jerry Gibson

Linda Carlson - May 24, 2018 at 07:26 PM

Our heartfelt condolences to Andi and
families. May God draw close to each one of
you in this overwhelming sadness. Sending
love and prayers. Lin and Jerry

Ron Roelfs, OD - May 24, 2018 at 02:02 PM

I regarded Allen as a mentor and a friend. I will always appreciate
the work and dedication that he gave for our profession. No one
worked harder than Al for the benefit of Optometry and the patients
we serve. 

  
Ron Roelfs, OD
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May 24, 2018 at 01:09 PM

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased
for the family of Dr. Allen J. Blume.

May 24, 2018 at 12:33 PM

Yellow & White Sympathy Floor Basket was
purchased for the family of Dr. Allen J. Blume.

Jo Thielen Amiot - May 24, 2018 at 10:59 AM

With thoughts and prayers, Jo Thielen Amiot 
 I will request a Mass be said for the repose of Allen. I remember him

as a kind and gentle man with a great sense of humor. His life
included many accomplishments as he was always helping others!

Iowa Optometric Association - May 24, 2018 at 09:41 AM

Iowa Optometric Association purchased the Blue
& White Sympathy Standing Spray for the family
of Dr. Allen J. Blume.

https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4281&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4281&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=648&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=648&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=637&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=637&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fratzkejensen.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=637&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

