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K  enneth E. Hartje, age 86, of Storm Lake, Iowa died Sunday, July 25, 

2010 at the Buena Vista Regional Medical Center in Storm Lake.  

   Kenneth E. Hartje was born August 17, 1923, the adopted son of Ernest and 

Emma (Schramm) Hartje. He spent his entire life on the farm where he was 

raised. During that time, Kenneth even plowed virgin prairie grass.  He was 

baptized on November 25, 1923 and later confirmed at Zion Lutheran Church, 

remaining a faithful and life-long member. Growing up, Kenneth attended the 

Zion Parochial School and later graduated from Truesdale High School in 

1941. 

   On December 7, 1947, Kenneth was united in marriage to Barbara L. Kern at 

the Zion Lutheran Church in rural Storm Lake. Together they were blessed with 

three children: Suzanne, Patricia and Robert.  

   Kenneth loved being outside and farming, retiring in 1991. He was an active 

church member, serving as a Trustee and Trustee helper, Cemetery Board 

member, Finance Board member and on the committee for School Memorial. In 

addition, Kenneth was a Civil Air Patrol member and square dance caller. He 

loved to golf and make things in his workshop. He also loved his fruit orchard 

and sharing his bountiful harvest with his many friends and neighbors. More 

than anything, Kenneth loved and cherished his children, grandchildren and 

great grandchildren.  His children were his pride and joy and he loved 

spending time with them. Kenneth will be forever remembered as a loving and 

devoted husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. 

   Those left to cherish his memory include his wife, Barbara of Storm Lake, 

Iowa; his children: Suzanne (Gerald) Gast of Howard Lake, Minnesota; Patricia 

(Arlen) Ciechanowski of Polk City, Iowa; Robert (Ronda) Hartje of Storm Lake, 

Iowa; grandchildren: Chad (Nicole) Hartje; Valarie (Ben) Lauzer; Brenda Gast; 

Erica (Darrin) Fischer; Justin (Megan) Mack; Alicia Johnson; great 

grandchildren: Ashlyn, Taya, and Malia Hartje; Andrew and Jacob Lauzer; 

Devon and Coleton Gast; Madison Fischer; extended family and friends.  

   Kenneth was preceded in death by his parents, Ernest and Emma Hartje; 

sister, Dorothy (George) McShane.  
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FUNERAL SERVICE  

Thursday, July 29, 2010 at 10:30 a.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Rural Storm Lake, Iowa 
 

CLERGY  

Reverend Stephen Kieser 
 

ORGANIST  

Orlando Leimer 
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMNS  
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HONORARY CASKET BEARERS  

Edgar Ehlers and Dale Wetzel 
 

 CASKET BEARERS  

Justin Mack, Ben Lauzer, Chad Hartje 

Darrin Fischer, Michael Franzmeier, Jerry McShane 
 

FLOWER COMMITTEE  

Myron & Dorothy Franzmeier 

Don & Betty Richardson 
 

 

INTERMENT  

Zion Lutheran Church Cemetery 

Rural Storm Lake, Iowa 
 

Arrangements by 

F R A T Z K E  &  J E N S E N  F U N E R A L  H O M E SF R A T Z K E  &  J E N S E N  F U N E R A L  H O M E S   

www.fratzkejensen.com  
Newell Storm Lake  Schaller 

 

W e wish to express our sincere gratitude for the many 

kindnesses evidenced in thought and deed, and for your 

attendance at this service. You are invited to join us for lunch and a 

time of fellowship at the church immediately following the burial.  
    The  fami ly  o f  Kenneth  E .  Har t je   

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.   

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;  

He leadeth me beside still waters.   

He restoreth my soul; He leadeth me in the  
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Yea, though I walk through the valley of the  

shadow of death, I will fear no evil,  

for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, 

they comfort me; Thou preparest a table before me  

in the presence of mine enemies; Thou anointest  

my head with oil, my cup runneth over.   

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the  

days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of  

the Lord forever.  

ɂ Psalm 23 ɂ 


